The Training Table

by Karen Beyer
Easton, Pennsylvania
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M y training for the Invitational began in January 2006,

when my training partner and | began to stomp out lines
inthesnow toteach theblind retrieve. Asarel atively new handler witha
two-year old Spinone (Osage Caesar Brasch), | barely understood the
elementsof thetest. Over the next months, alot of experienced trainers
gavemeadviceand told metheir Invitational stories, all of which | was
very grateful for, aswe embarked upon thisnew training. | believethe
summer of intensetraining and thepeoplel trained withiswhat I'll re-
member most about my journey tothe Invitational.

“Boot camp.”

Thissuggestionfrom LenaAmirian wasmaybethemost insightful piece
of advice| received. Sheexplained that successat thelnvitational would
depend on several things, but onekey piecewasobedience. Lenafelt
that Brasch —an independent-thinking dog—needed tofeel that hewas
under my control at al times, so| created obedience-oriented routines
around all hisactivities. When hegot out of hiscar crate, hewould sit,
have hise-collar put on, and then heel to alocation where hewasre-
leased torun. If hedidn’t immediately turn on awhistle, hewas cor-
rected every time. Whenwe saw wild ducks near somewater, | immedi-
ately heeled him closeand used the opportunity to correct himfor any
deviationsfrom histask.

Atfirst, | didn’t fully understand the val ue of enforcing constant, regu-
lar obedience, but by theend of the summer | saw that Brasch had be-
comeredlly task-oriented and wasworking for me. Heisnow used tothe
small, constant pressure and handlesit asroutine. Heisnot surprised by
acorrection, but understandswhat isexpected. What | am most pleased
withisthebond it hel ped create, and that hisdemeanor isclearly happy
and confident.

“Conditioning, conditioning, conditioning.”
Thesewere some of thewords of advicel heard in the spring of 2006.
Everyonel talked to who had been to the Invitational before had differ-
ent ideas on conditioning methods. Some peoplehad their dogsdrag
weight; somehad their dogsrunning next to them on abike; somedida
lot of swimming; many professionalsusean ATV to runthedogs.
Asamarathon runner, | trainfor staminawithlong runs, learning to
adapt to thedistance and to takein water whileexercising. | dwaysrun
hillsto acquire strength. | decided to free-run Brasch on nearby hilly
farmfieldswithan ATV, asit would beefficient to build stamina. It
turned out that Brasch really loved running freewith the ATV because
for once he could just run and run. He opened up hisrange, and learned
totakeinagood hit of water about every ten minutes, whichwasvery
important in the 95-degree heat we had in July. To completethe condi-
tioning, | added some swimming on the off days.
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“Do every Master Hunt test you can.”

Thiswasexcellent advicefor me. Whilewea so did field work with oth-
erspreparing for the Invitational, theAK C hunt tests created atest Situa-
tion that helped make both Brasch and metest-ready. Luckily, Brasch
honorsnaturally, but | soon learned that what adog doesin training does
not always hold up under stressin atest situation. Asanyonewho has
run MH testsknows, you encounter awide range of Judges, grounds,
and bracemates. Unlike NAVHDA tests, where Judges|ook at thewhole
pictureof thedog's performance, you can bedisqudified instantly in
MH testsif your dog hasadelayed chase on birds or asingle steadiness
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break. So, webegan hunt testsin thespring and finished upwithafewin
Augus, travelingto Ohio, New England, and Virginiainthe process. Bui,

adongwithaMaster Hunter title, Braschand | becameateaminthefield.

“Find water.”
It seemed asthough | spent the summer looking for water for different
length blind retrieves. | searched onlinewith Google Earth, calledre-
triever clubsto seewherethey trained, picked up suggestionsfrom oth-
erstrainingfor thelnvitational, and did plenty of driving around and
knocking on doorsto seeif | could use someone’ spond.

| wasdoing blind retrievesfrom 100 to 165 yards about twice aweek,
withall goingwell until oneweek beforetheInvitational. Braschwas
distracted, possibly by some scent at theline, and decided tofind his
own duck instead of crossthewater for the one | wanted himto get. To
avoid amgjor battleso closetothetest, | decided to givehimavisual
withan e-collar reminder. My training partner took akayak acrossthe
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water, showed him the duck on the other side, and returned. | then sent
him with amoderate—not high— correction, and hewas eager to go. We
repeated several moreblind retrievesinthat last week.

Atthelnvitational, theblind retrieve and honor by blind were Brasch’'s
final events. | knew that ahigh number of dogshad failed at the blind
retrieve, and of course| wasmorenervousabout that event becausel
knew we had had anissuethere only aweek before. | fiddled around
morethan usual setting himup, but when | finally said, “Dead bird,
BACK,” hewent likeadream. At the end of theday, the summer’slong
journey paid off with amaximum score of 200 points.

| would liketo thank my training partner Ann Bagnell, who wasthere
inall kinds of weather, hauling the kayak, carrying, dragging and
launching dead ducksat dawn and at dusk. \When | would get discouraged
shekept usal going with positiveenergy and wordsof encouragement. | am
looking forward totraining aganwithAnnasshepreparesher Spinone,
Luchi for the up and coming Invitational in Missiouri next September.
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